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Awareness Month. I call upon the people of the United States to ob
serve this month with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
second day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and thirteenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5849 of August 25,1988 

National Drive for Life Weekend, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Deaths from drunk driving on America's highways occur every hour of 
every day throughout the year. On average, someone is killed every 22 
minutes, 65 people a day. Almost 24,000 people lost their lives last year 
in crashes involving alcohol. 

These are not remote statistics. Two out of every five individuals in the 
United States will be involved in an alcohol-related crash at some time 
during their lives. Each of us is therefore a potential victim. 

Our risk is greater on weekends, when alcohol consumption is heavier, 
and greatest on holiday weekends. We must remember, as we cele
brate, that alcohol can turn a holiday into a tragedy. The responsibility 
belongs to each of us to see that this does not happen. 

If we can begin with a single step, a single weekend, on which each of 
us can make a commitment not to drink and drive, it may be that we 
can demonstrate how individual commitments can produce life-saving 
results nationwide. Last year, a coalition headed by Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving sponsored the first National Drive for Life Day, cam
paigning for all Americans to pledge not to drink and drive on that day. 
The success of that first day has prompted calls for an expanded cam
paign. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 350, has designated the Labor 
Day weekend beginning on September 3, 1988, as "National Drive for 
Life Weekend" and authorized and requested the President to issue a 
proclamation in observance of that weekend. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the Labor Day weekend begin
ning September 3, 1988, as National Drive for Life Weekend. I ask each 
American to help improve the safety of our highways by pledging not 
to drink and drive on that weekend. I call upon the Governors of the 
States, Puerto Rico, the Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands, 
Guam, and American Samoa, the Mayor of the District of Columbia, 
and the people of the United States to observe this weekend with ap
propriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
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eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and thirteenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5850 of August 25,1988 

Women's Equality Day, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Sixty-eight years ago, on August 26, 1920, the Nineteenth Amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, granting women the right to 
vote, was ratified. The anniversary of this milestone is a fitting time to 
celebrate this achievement and to pay tribute to those who resolutely 
sought to secure this most basic right. It is also an appropriate time to 
reflect on the advances women have continued to make over the past 
seven decades in political participation and other areas, playing indis
pensable roles and offering leadership in family life, the economy, in
tellectual and artistic activity, business, the professions, and govern
ment. 

On this day of historic significance, Americans everywhere should 
pause to salute women for their contributions to our land. Many have 
won a place in history and in the way we define ourselves as a 
people—for instance, Pocahontas and Sacagawea; Dolley Madison and 
Molly Pitcher; Sojourner Truth and Rosa Parks; Nelhe Bly and Sally 
Ride; Helen Hayes and Kate Smith; Clara Barton and Clare Boothe 
Luce. They and countless other women, some widely known and many 
more known simply in family, village, office, or neighborhood, have 
helped make us and keep us a country both great and good. 

Women continue to achieve. For instance, women's economic strides in 
recent years have been notable. More than 55 million women are now 
in the labor force, and women hold 60 percent of the more than 17 mil
lion new jobs created since 1982. Since November 1982, employment of 
women is up 19 percent. Many women hold high-paying managerial 
and professional jobs; women's entry into top management has grown 
greatly since 1980. Women's real median income grew more than 15 
percent between 1981 and 1986. Women are starting small businesses 
at twice the rate of men, and the gap in wages is steadily closing. 

Women's roles continue to grow in other areas, too, such as public 
service. In this Administration, 1,308 women have achieved senior 
policy-level positions, and, at all levels of government, 3,039 women 
have accepted at least one Presidential appointment. In just the first 
term of this Administration, 37 women served as Presidential assist
ants. During this Administration, 32 women have received lifetime ap
pointments to the Federal judiciary, and one of them serves as a Su
preme Court Justice. Four of the ten female Cabinet members in our 
entire history have served in this Administration. 

On this day, let us recount women's accomplishments and celebrate. 
But let us also reaffirm, individually and as communities and a Nation, 
our determination to seek a future of increasing economic freedom, 
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